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Mahdokht Sanaii (Dawlatabadi)

Sadigeh Dawlatabadi: An Intimate Portrayal

Sadiqeh Dawlatabadi (1882-1961), one of the first
advocates of women's rights in Iran, was born in Isfahan.
She founded the women's journal Zaban-i Zanan (Voices
of Women) in 1918. Sadigeh, who was raised in a
prominent Constitutionalist family, was reprimanded by
her brothers because of her activism, which began during
the Constitutional Revolution. Later she was divorced
from her husband, who also disagreed with her many
feminist activities. Zaban-i Zanan +which opposed the
1919 Anglo-Iranian treaty, was closed down by the
authorities, but later reopened in Tehran. Sadigeh
traveled to France where she studied Education at the
Sorbonne and became a well-known speaker and writer in
Paris on issues of Iranian nationalism and women's
emancipation. Upon her return to Iran in 1927, she
remained unveiled and supported Reza Shah efforts in
banning the veil in 1936. As director of the government-
backed Kanun-i Banuan (Society of Women) she was less
interested in political activism than in educational and
cultural reforms. Her niece Mahin Sanati (Dawlatabadi)
draws on private family archives to present an intimate
portrayal of this remarkable woman.
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Shole Abadi

Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzadeh and Women's Status in the
Traditional Soclety

Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzadeh (1
612-1878) w
Important intellectual of the late 19th ccntul)'y \?1151022

his essays, or his book Malkt
' ; ubat-i Kamal al-Daw] h
[Writings of Kamal al-Dawleh] , Akhundzadeh criticizsd

values. They struggled with issues such as arranged

marriages and polygyny and cl
their future into their ouj;n handsa.imed Wikt gt o ke

iv

Michal Zirinsky

American Presbyterian missionary women
in late nineteenth century and early
twentieth century Iran

From 1834, many Americans went to Iran as
Protestant missionaries: about two-thirds were women.
They preached the Gopse and tried to demonstrate lives of
service by building modern schools and practicing
modern medicine.

Although missionaries in Iran preached, taught, and
healed as Christlans, their work fostered American-style
change. Their schools were American in curriculum and
structure. In times of crisis they flew the American flag for
extra-territorial protection women spread an American
way of life as they tried to transform Iran into their vision
of a modemn future. They taught Iranian girls and women
how to keep their homes. They saw their own marriages as
models for Iranians to emulate. They sought to convince
Iranian boys and men to seek liberated, American-style
wives. In their schools they sought to bring the Iranian
elite to their own standard.

How much impact did the missionaries have? They
established some of the first modern schools for Iranian
girls. They established one of the first journals for
Iranian women. They golried in their role as purveyors of
what they called "Constructive revolutions." Many
reforms they advocated were instituted in the twentieth
century. They were one of the agencies of change in
nineteenth and early twentieth century Iran.




Dawlatabadi. Asghar S writer and niece of Sadigeh Janetl Afary

from Mulla 1 1 New S_r'ork translated selecti
University of cllger;hcg gﬁn Manijeh Badiozamani from 2}?: rhe fh?: ialmand Ig)olzlt:fiatlufigmte otf)lwt(;men .
i , volution

book T :

Keshav;i ‘:grg?nfj Rig Houshang The 1906-11 Constitutional Revolution, which
wish to thank al] HCIC:;lemg(I)lltled on some of the articles, | brought ?. parliament and a constitution to the country fa?r
Najmabadl and others at Nimeye Digar sin o oic e uit o will, THhn we, Nave ‘teadl e oo
Russibie. © this enthusiastic commitment to the nationalist cause, their
often strong commitment to fighting patriarchal
Janet Afary traditions has been less known. Without support or even
Assistant Profes _ recognition from the new political institutions, including
Department of I_?jor. of History and Women's Studies the parliament, women activists organized a number of
Purdue Univers story semi-secret councils and established schools, hospitals,
January 1, 1993 ty, Indfana ‘ and theaters for women. In their letters to the social
! democratic newspaper of the period some women
criticized the practices of polygyny and easy male divorce.
The reaction of the male community was mixed. Some
liberal and left-wing journalists and members of the
parliament supported the women's activities, and even
called for women's suffrage. Others, such as the
conservative clergy Sheikh Fazlallah Nuri, fought the
women every step of the way and distanced ther selves
from the revolutionary movement as it began to address
social issues. These early Iranian feminists were similar
to European feminists of the 18th century who pressed for
greater education of women on the grounds that it would
further strengthen the family. The experience of Iranian
women in the last century, however, has demonstrated
that women's liberation cannot be reduced to greater
educational and professional opportunities and that
issues of sexuality as well as needed religious reforms

must also be addressed by feminists.
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Introduction

Writing women's history is a relatively new
phenomenon which expanded in the 1970s after the birth
of the Women's Liberation Movement. Research in this
area which began with a series of articles and pamphlets
in the alternative press, has since developed into a
veritable flood of highly documented studies on the
history of women in the United States, Europe, Latin
America, Africa, Asia, and to a lesser extent the Middle
East. By drawing upon concepts such as gender, social
class, and ethnicity, the new studies have transformed
previous notions of historiography and intreduced new
questions and new ways of looking at the past. Feminist
scholars have adopted different methods of
historiography as well. Some have focused on the role of
"significant” women in history, others have looked at the
exploitation of women as victims of the patriarchal
orders, and still others have focused on issues such as
women's consciousness and subjectivity in different
historic periods. I find myself in affinity with those who
see the task as more than adding a new chapter on
women's history to the old historiography. Recognition of
the concepts of gender and sexuality has the powerful
potential of actually recasting the history of a group or a
nation. Contemporary studies on sexuality in primitive
societies, the Classic eras of Greece and Rome, the Middle
Ages, and the Renaissance and Reformation have indeed
begun to do so and there is no reason why the same cannot
be done for the Middle East. In publishing this special
issue on the Qajar Era and the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution we hope to further encourage work on the role
of women in the Qajar period, and to reexamine the
history of the Qajar Era and the Constitutional
Revolution itself.

The large number of articles that were proposed for
this special issue led us to devote two issues of the journal
to the subject. A second volume, edited by my colleague
Afsaneh Najmabadi, enitled "Reexamining Women and
Femininity in the Qajar Era," will be published in the near
future.

I would like to thank several colleagues who made
this special issue possible through their contributions:
Shole Abadi from the State University of New York;

i
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